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Chinook Predators
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Pinniped Research Program: What we do
Objective: understand the drivers of population trends of pinnipeds, their 

feeding ecology and their influence on prey/predator population dynamics

Core activities:

Å population assessments: provide current abundance data

1. Standardized aerial surveys since early 1970ôs

2. GPS telemetry based correction factors (CF) to convert counts to 

abundance 

3. Contribution to US brand resight database (US animals)

Å diet assessments: do pinnipeds have an impact on commercially/ 

culturally important species?

1.Scat analysis
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Strait of Georgia: Index site

Harbour seal abundance: Strait of Georgia

ÅHighest density of seals ~40% of BC population

Å Aerial surveys are undertaken every 5 years

Å Last survey 2014; estimate of harbour seal 

population in the Strait of Georgia was ~39,000

Å Next survey planned for 2019

Majewski and Ellis unpublished 
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Harbour seal abundance: BC coast wide

ÅSince the late 1990ôs all other areas of the coast have been 

surveyed on a 5-10 year interval from which a coast wide 

abundance estimate has been compiled. 

Å Last compilation 2008; total population size in BC waters 

was approx. 105,000

Å Last survey completed in 2018: final counts and results 

targeted to be published in 2020
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